SHOCKING LETTBRS RECEIVED.

A SCHOOL MA'AM OF ROWAYTON,
CONN., ACOUSED IN THE CASE.

Miss Elzabeth Ervin Charged With
Sonding Abusive and Even Vile
Missives to Principal MoClellan and
O thers—Miss Ervin's Complete Denial.

RowaYTON, Conn., Dec. 256.—Rowayton's
Jack the Letter-Writer, or Jill the Letter
Writer, as the case may be, has stirred up
as fine a mess in this quiet little Yankee
village as any imp of mischief could desire.
It is a general bedevilment in which pretty
nearly everybody is more or less mixed
up a8 a partisan of one or the other factions,
{nto which a sharply defined line of cleav-
age has divided the entire community.
Just at this moment, supposed to be more
or less given over to praise on earth and
good will to men, there i{s a temporary

truce.

Jack, or Jill, the Letter Writer, has laid
down the pen and the neighbors for the
time are able to open a letter without being
asphyxiated with abusive obscenity of
anonymous origin. Lawsuits and counter
lawsuits are held in abeyance. It is peace,
but a peace that {s hollow to the core. Be-
fore a week has gone warrants probably
will be issued and arrests made, and that
will begin a battle all along the line, the
result of which in reputations besmirched
and reputations injured no man can fore-

tell,

It all began in trouble in the publio schools
more than a year ago, and one of the pub-
lie schoolteachers, Miss Elizabeth Ervin,
is now the pivot on which all the warfare
turns. The question on which the com-
munity is split is whether Miss Ervin is an
amazingly bad young woman, or whether
she is a young woman who is the victim of
as vile and cowardly a congpiracy as was
ever hatched, even in a gossiping country
village. That she is a decidedly hand-
some young woman, that she is accom-
plished and possessed of very much more
than the average allowance of brains and
decision of character, are points on which,
among the men of the village at least,
there 1s practically no division of sentiment.
It is those who belleve she is the writer of the
deluge of anonymous, abusive and unspeak -
ably improper letters which have turned
the village post office into a sort of episte-
lary sewer for the past few weeks who
think that she is absolutely bad.

It is those who believe that Miss Ervin
had no more to do with those letters than
the man in the moon and who believe that
a conspiracy has been deliberately hatohed
to blacken her name and drive her in dis-
grace from the community—it is these peo-
Jle, and their number is very large, who
ook upon her as little short of a mcrt{‘:
to village edou-z‘ and mnlmt‘" T
school of which M Ervin is t as-
sistant under the principal, John McClellan,
will reopen for the winter termm within a
few cdays. The issue of her return to
her duties then, (;l;dporh‘pe before then,
will be nhargly raised. She has been flatly
accused, both by the principal and his wife,
of having written the atreciously vile aneny-
mous letters sent to beth Mr. and Mrs.
McClellan and four or five others persons
in the village. Mr. McClellan even went
so far last week as to call the constable in
consultation and to consider the propriety
of demandi a warrant for her arrest.
It is even said to-day that a warrant will be
issued and that she will be arrested before
the week is out.

(hat Mr. McClellan can continue to act
with her as his assistant without himself
retracting much that he has sald and with-
drawing absolutely from the ition he
has taken, seems hardly possible. On the
other hand, it is not at all probable that Miss
Ervin will be satisfied with anything less
than an abselute and humble retraction
on the part of the grincipal and others.
She has en nmo awyers, Levi Warner
and Louis 8, of South Norwalk, and
is waiting behind her lagal intrenchmentas
for the enemy to move out into the open
for the attack. If he does not do this, and
do it pretty quickly, no one doubts that
Miss LErvin, under the lead of hLer legal
generals, will make a sortie, and then,
say the neighbors, look out to see the fur
fiy. There has been enough done and
said to put at least one person- the letter
writer, whoever ha or she may be be-
hind prison bars, and it is a matter of pretty
general opinion here that the Rowayton
delegation in the county jail will not be
limitad to one person only

Miss Ervin's troubles in the school began
more than a year ago when George O J.
lanpheare was the principal r. Lan-
pheare was not fortunate in his relations
with some of Lis subordinate teachers
Several left Miss Ervin was one of those
with whom Mr. Lanpheare had differ
enows. Miss Ervin did not leave  She
ok issue with the principal and the re-
it was that it was the principal and net
she who left.  That was the result of the
last village eloction  On  that occasion
Faniel P Wicks was 4 candidate for re-
eiaction. Mr Wicks and Mr  Lanplware
vwere and are warm friends Village gossip
hias 1t that &t no remote day their relations

may e drawn still closer by a ar-
rage Mr Wicks was defeatad for Sahool
of Committesman, gethug only 6 out
& total vote of 00 The result of s
lownfall was the retirement of Mr Lan
pheare as principal of the sehool and the
advent of John MotCiellan as his sucooossor
Both Mr Lanpleare and Mr Wicks had
frionds, and naturally 1hore was more or
wr Litterness over the tew deal o the
PRI Pl TR e et It was matter f
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Miss ‘Benedict—got them; Mr.
8 mail was rarely without one,
ma Walker, a warm friend of Miss
Cushman, got one, and George Stevens,
the new 8School Committeeman, was favored. ,
Mr, and Mre. McClellan live in the family |
of Mr. Thomas, and Miss Mary Thomas
:‘n.dwi'l]r_'l‘ Thomuf of th:t 'ml’ mI"Mhu
omas of anether , all re-

ceived the letters. ¥

The missives became viler and viler in
tone and finally became threatening. One
was written in red ink.

“This letter,” said the mysterious Jack
or Jill, “is written in red ink. The next
one will be written in blood.”

All were tmarked Rowayvton and all
were pos in either one of two street
boxes not far from the Fairview Hotel,
a summer hotel now closed.

On the 0th of December last,” said Miss
Ervin to-day, “Mrs. McClellan came to |
the school roem and called me to the door. |
8he had a letter in her hand and was greatly |
excited. It was one of the nnonymous‘

|

letters, and she accused me of having
written it. [ could only deny it, but she
monr and more violent. I told her
1 only wished she would say what she was |
saying befow witnesses. At this she eaid |
she would go into the school room and |
R.ﬂ:cln.lm it to the pupils. My life of late
been miserable. I dare not go out 1
unless I have some one with me who ocan |
testify toe my movements. Spies are con- i
stantly at all hours of the night
about the house where I live. It
all but unendurable.”

It was last week that the attack upon
Miss Ervin took a more definite and de-
cisive form. The constable for some time
had watching the two letter boxes
by the hotel. He watched them at all
hours of the day and night, but he could
not he by them all the time and the |
anonymous letters were dropped into them. |
He established that the letters were posted
generally between 8 and 9 o'clock in the |
merning. He told Mr. and Mrs. McClellan |
one night that he was watching the box
and the next'morning there happened an |
event which very nearly resulted in the |
issuing of a warrant for Miss Ervin's arrest
Shertly before ® o'clock on that morning |
Mrs. McClellan sent for the constable in |

reat haste, When he responded Mra. ’

rowiing
as been

glc(‘lolhn. in the presence of her husband,
sald that as she was looking out eof her
house that morning Miss F.rvin passed
on her way to school. As the teacher got
to a place in full view of the windew |
through which Mrs. MoClellan was loeking,
she dropped something-something white
It fluttered to the ground and rested on |
the snow. Mrs. McClellan said ghe saw it
fall with her own eyes, Shs told the con-
stable that being on the lookout for evi- l
|
|

dence against Miss Ervin, it occurred to
her that this might be what was wanted.
She ran eut and got the white object,

It was a letter. It had every outward

appearance of one of the anonymous |
letters with the appearance of which |
Mrs. MoClellan had by this time had

sufficient experisnce to qualify as an ex-
rt. The letter was a dreaneil to Miss
ma Walker. The constable ! posted it
and then asked Miss Walker to let him
see it when it came. He did see it. It
was one of the anonymous letters and a
particularly atrocieus one

Then the rumor flew fast through the
village that Miss Ervin was to ba arrested.
Half a dozen people were ready to go on
her ball and she quietly awaitad the coming
of the constable. He did not come. He |
sald to-day that he did not know that any l
warrant had been issued as yet, This
Jetter with all the others is now In the
hands ef the Presecuting Attorney, who,
by the way, rejoices in the name of Tam-
many.

Seme two weeks ?’n Miss Ervin wrete
to the Postmaster-General n-hlingl the |
circumstances of the anonymous letter
writing and got back a reply to the effect
that if the letters with their envelopes
were sent on a detective would be assigned
to the case. Miss Ervin did not have any
letters to send, all of them having been
turned over to the Prosscuting Attorney. |
Pressure was brought to bear uron her |
attorney to induce her to resign, but this |
her lawyvers advise her net to do and,further- |
more, it is a step which she never for a |
moment has thought of taking. |

The evidence up to the remarkable inci-
dent of the letter dropping right under |
the eyes of Mrs. McClellan just when that
lady was on the alert for definite proof
against the schoeliteacher the evidence
against Miss Ervin, barring this, is said to |
oonsiat of the similarity of the hand writi
to that of the anonymous letters, and the al-
I?!'d fact that the lettars show a knewledge
of things which, it is said, were knewn only
to Miss Ervin and one or two others
Mise Ervin says that the matters quoted as
of this character are matters which very
many people might have known

To & person who sees and talks with
Miss Ervin, it is simply beyond belief that
she is capable of deing the atrocious thing
she is accused of doing. A tall, dark-eyed,
dark-hairad voung woman whoss avery

movement and every accent are suggestive
of refinemnent and womanly dignity and
delicacy, it seems absolutely farcical to

think of such & persen delibarately sitting

down and writing letters couched in lan
guage that would shock the forecastie
of a privateer And that only faintly
describes the abominable filth and pro-
fanity of those letiers which Mus Ervin
s accussd of writing

With her handwriting avalsable at ol
tirnes and in any desired guaniity, strangs
devices Lave heen resorted U » ol nir
specimens of it One of these tricks s

in the form of a bogus corrsspondenos
purporting to offer Miss Frvin an engage
men! o Turnish the muse for sl s
acoomplisbed  planist  for elite 1t
Norwalk
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TENDERLOIN GAMBLERS CLOSE

PDIDN'T  TELL °'EM)" SAYS
SHEEHAN, THE NEW CZAR.

“y

Didn't Know There Were Any Gambling
Houses In the Tenderloin—Finds Two
“Clubs, " Sald to Be Farrell's, Though-—
Sleuths Chop Thetr Way In Vainly,

From some source of apparent influence |

the word went out at 8 o'clock last night
to the gambling houses in Police Captain
Sheehan's Tenderloin to shut and stay
shut,
counting on the usual Christmas gpreads
in the gambling houses were disappointed

Among the places which closed up in
obeclience to the powers that rule were Jim
Kinney's in West Thirty-eighth street,
John Daly's in West Twenty-ninth street,
Bol Lichenstein's in West Thirty-second
street, “Shan™ Draper's in West Twenty-
eighth street, Charlie Reed's in West
Twenty-fourth street, “Lou” Betts's in
West Thirty-fcurth street, Frank Feltman’s
in West Thirty-firet street and Mead's in
Weat Twenty-seventh street.

At several of these places the usual
Christmas night spreads were ready for
patrons and had to be left untouched.
It was said by Tenderloin sporting
men that the houses would probably
stay closed for a few days, and would
meanwhile weed out the poor customers
and then resume business with the better

| class of players, and on that account the

proprietors had little to complain of.
Capt. Sheehan was aslied to tell what he

| knew about the closing. He said he didn’t

know there were any gambling houses in
the Tenderloin, When he was told that
there were some he said that at any rate
he didn't order them to close up and didn’t
send out such an order issued by any one
else,

Capt. Sheehan heard, nevertheless, early

in the day that there were two pool-
roems still running in his precinet and
the information startlad him. He called

all his sleuths to his reom and teld them to
do their duty. Five of them started
out late in the afternoon under the lead-

| ership of Wardman Maher.

They tiptosd around the corner to Sixth
avenue, Thers is a saleon on the corner
and the cops went around to the side door,
They found the vestibule door lecked and
they forced it. They went up a flight ef
stairs and came te another doer. This
was substantial and it teok an axe te open
it. The sleuths used the axe on another
door, too, and breoke inte a reem where
there wers 100 or mere men sitting around
and talking about the weather.

“This is a poelreoom,” said Wardman
Maher,

j in upon the men and women who were

{
[

“You slander us, sir,” said a smooth- |

faoed young man. *“This is a social club
and we are just discussing the plans for
our annual ball.*

The only thing except the furniture and
the occupants was a telephone, The
smooth-faced voung man adjourned the
mesting and the members filad out into
the etreet,

Wardman Maher and his aides then went
to 101 West Twenty-seventh street. They
found another social gathering. Their
presence adjourned that meeting, too, but
there were no arrests. The sleuths only

had to break open one door to get into |

this place

Some well-informed people in the Ten-
derloin say that Frank Farrell pays the
rent of both the places

It was learned
the Mahoney poolrooms in the Tenderloin
closed, under orders, yeeterday, till further
notice,

BOoYy BRIDEGROOM ILOCKED UP.

His Millonaire Father Objected to His
Marriage to & Chambermald.
INDIANAPOLIS, Dec, 25 —George L. Cas-
saday, 18 years old, son of G. B. Cas-
sadav, the millionaire Vice-President of

the South Bend Chilled Plough Company, |

is a prisoner in his father's house because

of his marriage vesterday to Miss Carrie |

Horein, a chambermaid in a South Bend
hotel. The father declares that his son
was not of marrving age and that he will
hold him a prisoner in the house unt!l the
marriage can be annulled by the courts
to which he will make application to-mor-
row

I'he infatuation of veung Cassaday fer
Miss Horein was suspsctad by Lis parenis

and steps were laken To proavent o marriage
When voung tassaday applied for a license
it was rafused and his father was notified
The lover however, boarded a tramn and
Joeft the v and the father started in pur
t, overtaking them at Niles, Miod
nus the words of the marriage « eremn ¥
were beine sprobher Fhe son was torn from
th and taken Lome
1 riddes is of gond racter and not!
ing whatever can be sand against her, but
the Cascadars v thint she In Leneat!)
t! I W anid are determined 1o fight the
marriage
SLGHT DEATH AT CHERISTM AN,
Young Woaman Whe Attempted  Saledde
by Goms savewd T the N Uk of Time
A voung woral registersd as “ Mis
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ate last night that all of |

| turning home after a night's vigils in a

patient’s room, and who was made ill by
| the smell of the '
{ vain; the man de

| off the car

| he contended.
| women

Whereat many “players™ who were |

|

| Putnam avenue car that reached the Man-
|

| from Franklin avenue to Manhattan a mem-
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NON-CHRISTIAN FILIPINOS.

Bureau Established to Colleet Information
Regarding the Many Tribes.

The Philippine Commission has estab-
lished a Bureau of Non-Christian Tribes,
and Dr. David P. Barrows, who was for-
merly Superintendent of Schools in Manila,
has been put at the head of it. Ie says
that there are s0o many savage tribes in
the Philippines that it is difficult to decide
where to start the mark of investigation.

He is in correspondence with persons
in various parts of the islands as to what
they know and have seen of various tribes
and expects thus to secure a basis for the
work. He hopes to ascertain the name
of each tribe, the limit of its territory
which it occupies, the approximate num-
ber of individuale which compose it, their
social organizations and their languages,
beliefs, manners and customs, with a spe-
cial view to determine the most practical
means to bring about their advancement in
civilization and prosperity.

The diffieulty of the work is increased,
he says, by the lack of accurate geographi-
cal information regarding the interior of
many of the islands. Some provinces in
northern Luzon are practically unex-
plored.

Beyond the coast lines the islands of
Mindoro and Palawan are little known.

Great unexplored regions exist in Min-
danao. Dr. Barrows adds:
“It is possible that the administration

of these tribes who are pagans and Mo-
hammedans, and which number, as far as
can be determined, something like 1,300,000,
including Moros, will be placed in this
bureau. We will have to recognize tribal
relationship, tribal social orders, and a
certain degree of tribal independence,
L\mt as is the case of the Indians at home.
Such recognition is perfectly legal and has
been upheld, defined and explained by
the Supreme Court in a variety of cases.

“There will be nothing to prevent us
from recognizing the Moros and their
various tribes, dealing with them as tribes
and setting aside certain territory for their
use "

WOULD SMOKE ON THE CAR.

A Well-Dressed Man Whe Liked to Caose
Discomfort to Women.

There are renewed complaints about

smoking on trolley ears in Brocklyn., Ona

hattan end of the Bridge Lefore 8 o'clock
the other morning was a typical offender
of this kind who helped to make the trip

orable one to the other passengers.

Both platforms were crowded as well
as the interior of the car, and this fellow
stood at the rear door and smoked cheap
cigarettes incessantly. The smoke blew

packed together on the seats, and in the
aisles, and their complaints to the conduc-
tor resulted in nothing.

The conductor remonstrated with the
man, as did a trained nurse who was re-

,p«mr tobacco, All was in
ied the passengers and the
conductor and dared the latter to put him

—— e —————
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He was standing on the rear platform
and the law allowed him to smoke there, |
And as there were more

than men on the platform the |

| smoked wseveral cigarettes in their faces,
| seemingly to his own satisfaction |

| arming and fitting out as full-fled

The most surprising part of the perform-
ance was that the man was well clad, and
but for his conduct might have been taken
for an ordinary person of respectability.

POLICEMEN WHO “NO SABE.” |
Courts of Honolula Object to Appointment |
of Men Who Cannot Speak English.
The courts of Honolulu are finding fault
with the police force of the Hawailan capi
tal, not because of corruption or wilful
neglect of duty, but because some of the
members of the force cannot epeak Englieh. |
Ap‘minlmﬁnr« that were not objectionable |
under the old rule do not seem consistent
with the American form of government

now in foree

One of the Honolulu papers say that in
a recent case “Judge Humphreve took
occarion to censure atronglv the practice |
of the Police Department in uniforming,

od polies

men Chinese who cannot -]wut English,
and who have to testify in court through |
an interpreter

“The Judge sail emphatically that 1t
was an outrage and a disgiaoe in an Amer!
can country that men who cannot speak
English should carry clubs and pistols
and be authorized officers,  This was some
thing,” he sald, “that was unheard of wny-
where else in the Urted States

Objection s also made 1o the Japanese
policemen becatuse of their “unrestrained
nature "

A POCRKET IN 1TSS (OAT.
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| FOREIGNERS IN

THE ONLY CHAMPAGNE

Selected by the Gentlemen of the
Royal Cellars of St. James’s Palace, London,

ROYAL TOUR IN CANADA
By Their Royal Highnesses

e DUKE ~» DUCHESS o CORNWALL +YORK:

of the vintage of 1893,

the same as is now being shipped to this country.

GEO. A. KESSLER & CO.,

For the Recent

CELEBRATED BRAND OF

& CHANDON

IMPORTERS.

'HOPE ENPEROR WILL RULE.

PEKIN HAVE
FAITH IN RECENT REPORTS.

Empress Dowager's Retirement Agaln
Talked Of —<(hinese Have No Falth In
Her Promises—-Emperor te Enter
Pekin First — Mancharian Negeotiations.

Spectal Cabdle Despatch to TRR SUN.

PexIN, Dec. 25 - The continued reports
of the Empress Dowager's intention to re-
linquish control of the government have
recently  gained  considerable  eredence
among the foreigners Lere, although the
Chinese, who for some time have
much concerned regarding the attitude
of the Ministers ard who are desirous of a
solution of all unsettled guestions, do not

believe that she would voluntarily sur-
render Lor power They do not think
that any such surrender would be sincere
Great preparations are being made a
Pac-ting-fu for the reception of the court

the

Finpnessa Dowager will
g-Tu supporta the confl

I'he fact that

stopover at Pao-tir

dent assertion that the Emperor wi!l return
ter Pekin firs
Sir Kobert Hart, whose (nfluence with
the Chinese = Inereasiug, says that the
present negotiations with Ruswia regarding
Mar uris are more satisfactory than the
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| JUDGE'S CARRIE NATION ROLE.

BOERS TO FIGHT BOERS.

Captared Burghers Want to Take the Fleld
for Great Hritain.
Spectal Cable Despatch to THE SUN, | BUYS NEW AXE

PRETORIA, Deo. 25.--The Burgher Corps | KANSAS ciry,
of national scouts raided a farm vesterday,
capturing two Boers and a quantity of
stock. This makes the total captures for
this corpa for a week thirty-six men. This
is a striking indleation of how the number
of the enemy can be reduced by a small
but alert mobile force without transport.

Among the burghers in camp a number
are offering themselves for service in the
fleld against the irreconcilables, who, they
consider, are proving themselves to be

- comparison. A imaginary |

enemies of the country. Nine burghers | Knn.i.'wt ity, l\'u'll. .frv.l‘fnl :\'l:uma-l?f;tyfi;i‘:“
have left Brug Spruit to take the oath of | Representatives of all the temperance
allegiance to Great Britain. Gen. Colin | and church organizations in the Kansas
Mackenzie has captured seven Boers at | town held a meeting in JusticeJ M. Mason's
Schanp Kraal | court room lant night and formulated a

Major Jennings Bramley, the new com- "N“’Ahﬂ.‘:,. ’ p':,“b,'..\n“. :"“.:I.-\'.'.J'\.ngtv’.da‘t
mander of the Second Soottish Horse, was  cided 10 seize all beor and ‘M.xukv bfo\l‘ht
killed on Dec. 20 Lieut. Bow of the san uto

the city They do not intend to wait
regiment was aleo killed

Invites the Public to See HIm Smash
Barrels of Selzed Whiskey and Beer
~The Prohibiflonists Adopt a New Plan
to Keep All Liquor Out of the Tewn.

| Toreka, Kan, Dec. 25 —Beginning to-
morrow morning the Prohibitionists of
Kansas City, Kan., will begin a qrusade
on the liquor traflic that will make Mrs,
Nation's recent efforts insignificant by

enforos
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n=tabiles wi'l be stationed at three
idges loading from Kansas Ofty,
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